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Editor's Note: The Iran-Contra scandal has revived old concerns about what a Senate Committee
once called "allegations of substantial, even massive wrongdoing" within the CIA and the rest of
the national intelligence system. In the following special series of articles, Pacifica News Service
contributing editor Peter Dale Scott, a veteran researcher of US covert operations, details the
origins of the "secret teams" that lie at the hear of the scandal; how over the years efforts to
"dispose" of them only drove them deeper underground, where they played key roles in some
of the most controversial covert exploits of the US; the extent to which both teams operated with
their own agendas, marked by an ultra-right ideology that has its origins with the Nazis. In a final
article, Scott looks at the deep constitutional issues at stake in the Iran-contra scandal. A former
Canadian diplomat and a professor of English at the University of California, Berkeley, Scott's
books include "The War Conspiracy" and "The Assassinations." [The Latin America Data Base
(LADB) has received authorization by PNS to reproduce the following six-part series.] By Peter
Dale Scott Remote as it may sound, the CIA secret war in Laos and Vietnam was the seedbed of
today's "secret team" behind the covert Iran-contra supply operation. And drug trafficking was a
key part of that secret war just as today it is widely alleged to be part of some contra operations.
It was in that Laotian war that the key Iran-contra players got to know each other: *General John
Singlaub, the Reagan administration's chief liaison in the "private" contra supply effort of 1984-86,
served from 1966 to 1968 as chief of the so-called SOG (Studies and Operations Group) in Vietnam
which launched covert cross-border operations into Laos. Today, as chairman of the World AntiCommunist League (WACL) Singlaub works with a number of men who served with him in
Vietnam to recruit support and mercenaries for the contras including Robert K. Brown, publisher of
the mercenary magazine SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, and former SOG Air Wing Commander Harry
Aderholt, who leads an association of 1,500 special warfare veterans in "non-lethal" anti-communist
support operations in Central America. *Richard Secord, who was Aderholt's successor as director
of air support operations in Laos, today is involved in both the Iran arms deals and the contra supply
operations, as president of Stanford Technology Trading Group International. Secord flew to Iran
with Reagan's emissaries Robert McFarlane and Oliver North in the May, 1986 Iran arms deal. His
private company was frequently phoned from the "safe house" in El Salvador which housed the
contra supply team of Eugene Hasenfus and his pilot William Cooper both longtime veterans of
Secord's covert air supply operations in Laos. *Theodore Shackley, who at the time of Singlaub's
and Secord's Laotian operations served as the CIA Chief of Station in Laos and later in Vietnam,
has been a consultant to Secord at Stanford Technology. From 1962-65, Shackley ran the CIA Miami
station directing the Cuban Bay of Pigs veterans against Fidel Castro. *Tom Clines, Shackley's
deputy in Laos and Vietnam, has been linked to Col. Oliver North's covert National Security Council
activities. *Donald Gregg, who served under Shackley in Vietnam, today serves as Vice President
Bush's national security assistant and liaison with the contras. *Felix Rodriguez, Cuban-born veteran
of the Bay of Pigs Brigade 2506, worked with Shackley first in Miami and then in Laos and Vietnam
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where he also served under Donald Gregg. It was Gregg who placed Rodriguez at the heart of the
contra air supply operation in El Salvador. Since 1984, as WACL world chairman, General Singlaub
has, in his own words, "quite frankly used the WACL organization... to meet with some people
who are capable of contributing" to the contra cause. Singlaub identified his three principal WACL
sources as Latin America, Taiwan and South Korea, the three areas where WACL members, as
recently as the 1970s, have been repeatedly linked to the narcotics traffic. The secret war in Laos and
Vietnam involved air flights in and out of a region where the chief cash crop was opium. Despite
official prohibitions, there is no doubt that, as a CIA investigation conceded, there were recurring
instances of smuggling on the CIA's Air America planes. Top intelligence and military officials of
the Laotian and Vietnamese allies were also involved in this traffic, which led among other things
to the seizure in 1971 of 60 kilos of Laotian heroin (worth $13.5 million) from the suitcase of the
chief Laotian delegate to the World Anti-Communist League. In 1965, General Richard G. Stilwell
released from the CIA in the wake of revelations about opium trafficking by Chinese Nationalist
guerrilla forces in northern Burma during the 1950s returned to Thailand as US military commander
to oversee the secret war in Laos. Today Stilwell is in the Pentagon, overseeing the Reagan buildup
of special warfare forces in the new Intelligence Support Activity (ISA). Some of the members of the
Singlaub-Secord secret team were also apparently involved in illegal and unauthorized operations
during the decade when the CIA collaborated with the Mafia to assassinate Fidel Castro. Theodore
Shackley was Miami CIA section chief when Mafioso John Rosselli allegedly masterminded antiCastro plots. At a time when another CIA official wrote an internal memorandum stating that the
operation involving Rosselli was to be terminated, Shackley personally helped load a U-Haul truck
with explosives, detonators, rifles, handguns, radios and boat radar for Rosselli, to whom the keys of
the truck were given. A recent civil suit filed by the Washington-based Christic Institute charges that
Shackley facilitated arrangements to sell opium from the Laotian guerrillas to Mafia figure Santo
Trafficante, who was also allegedly involved in the CIA- Rosselli assassination plots. "In return,"
the suit claims, "Shackley's organization received a fixed percentage of the income." The Christic
suit also alleges that arms from Shackley and Secord reached the contras via the firm of a Cuban
called Rafael "Chi Chi" Quintero, once named by the NEW YORK TIMES as a business associate of
Shackley and Clines. BUSINESS WEEK has identified Quintero as "a Cuban-American who played
a key role in the Bay of Pigs invasion and in subsequent efforts to assassinate Fidel Castro." The
WALL STREET JOURNAL has identified Quintero as definitely, and Clines as possibly, involved in
the current NSC contra supply operation. The evidence thus indicates that the secret team behind
the so-called private contra supply operation dates back to the CIA's 14-year-long secret war in Laos
with its narcotics connections and to the CIA's assassination plots against Fidel Castro in the 1960s.
[Part 2 of this series also appears in this issue of CENTRAL AMERICA UPDATE. Parts 3 and 4 will
be published in the 03/04/87 issue of CAU, and parts 5 and 6 in the 03/06/87 issue of CAU.]
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